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Like many military couples, Corie and her husband, Matt, an Army chaplain, accumulated significant

unshared moments during Matt?s deployments. Matt lost friends and fellow soldiers to combat in
Afghanistan. On the home front, Corie sat with bereaved military families and walked through dark days

with new widows as a friend and professional counselor. When Matt returned, he and Corie began using the
term ?sacred spaces? for these and other significant moments they had experienced independently. After

multiple deployments, sacred spaces were taking up a lot of emotional room in their relationship. When US
Secretary of Defense Ashton Carter invited Corie, as the 2015 Armed Forces Insurance Military Spouse of
the Year, to join his team on a one-week overseas holiday trip, she eagerly accepted, hoping to gain a better

understanding of her husband?s deployment experience and lessen the impact sacred spaces had on her
marriage. Corie didn?t choose the timing or circumstances of her trip
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