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The powerful story of one Marine who found healing and renewed purpose after returning from combat, for
himself and tens of thousands of fellow veterans. When Marine sniper Jake Wood came home in 2009 from

grueling tours in Iraq and Afghanistan, his country asked yet more of him: to compartmentalize his
traumatic memories, put his elite military training on a shelf, and adjust to living outside high-stakes

situations. Jake feared he would join the huge population of veterans struggling to reintegrate. Since 2001,
more service members have died by suicide than have been killed in Afghanistan.One activity helped Jake
and his friend and fellow Marine Clay Hunt find a measure of hope: helping communities after disasters,

where their training rendered them unusually effective in high-stakes situations. But as their new
organization struggled to get off the ground and the VA tied up Clay's meds in red tape, Clay committed

suicide. Reeling, Jake resolved to help as many disaster-affected
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